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INVITATION TO THE MEDIA

Panel discussion

CIVIC PARTICIPATION IN THE EU INTEGRATION PROCESS

‘EU INTEGRATION – WHO MAKES THE DECISIONS, WHO PARTICIPATES?’
The Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Serbia and Support to Civil Society Project invite hereby the representatives of the media to the panel discussion on civic participation in the EU integrations titled ‘EU Integration – Who makes the decisions, who participates’ which will take place on Tuesday, October 2nd 2012, in Belgrade Dom Omladine (Makedonska 22, Americana Hall) at 13.00 hours.
This panel discussion presents the final event within the Support to Civil Society project which was launched by the Delegation of European Union to the Republic of Serbia in October 2010 with the overall goal to support active civil society participation in Serbia’s EU-integration. The overall grant amount allocated from IPA 2009 and 2010 Programme was four million euro. According to the results achieved in the public call for proposals, 43 civil society organisations have been selected to be supported.

This final event will start with 7-minute-long documentary film produced within Belgrade Philharmonic Foundation’s project ‘We Understand Each Other’, a kind of  ‘behind the scene’ film dedicated to preparations and performing of concerts to celebrate Jewish, Muslim, Catholic and Orthodox New Year’s Eves.
The event will be continued with a panel discussion on the following topics: how civil society and  citizen itself contribute to the process of Serbia’s EU integration, to what extent civil sector already contributes to faster integration of Serbia to the European Union, as well as what is the future role of the civil society in this area. The special emphasis of the discussion will be on project’s objectives such as cultural diversity, tolerance and anti-discrimination, and local socio-economic development. 
Key panellists for this occasion will be:

· Vincent Degert, Head of Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Serbia

· Ivana Ćirković, Director of the Government Office for Cooperation with Civil Society 

· Srđan Majstorović, Deputy Director of the Serbian European Integration Office 

· Nevena Petrušić, Serbian Commissioner for Protection of Equality 

· Saša Janković, Serbian Protector of Citizens/ Ombudsman
It is also expected that representatives of supported civil society organisations and their partners will take part in this panel discussion, such as: Belgrade Philharmonic Foundation, Urban In – Novi Pazar, Educational Centre Leskovac, etc. At the end of event, 5-minute-long film titled ‘Here I am – Legally Invisible’ produced within supported project ‘European Good Practices - Advocacy Tool in Serbia’ and implemented by Praxis organisation, will be projected. This film won third award at the Supetar Film Festival in Croatia this summer.
	For more information the media representatives should contact the Project office on: 011 324 42 01 or via e-mail: office@civilnodrustvo.rs. 


LIST OF SUPPORTED CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS:
· anti-discrimination and cultural diversity area of activities 
1.  Centre for Democracy Foundation, Serbia
2.  Integration Workshop, Serbia
3.  Ecumenical Humanitarian Organization, Serbia
4.  Belgrade Philharmonic Foundation, Serbia
5.  Centre for Cultural Decontamination, Serbia
6.  Housing Centre, Serbia
7.  Praxis, Serbia
8.  Adult Education Society, Serbia
9.  Fond B92, Serbia
10. Lawyers’ Committee for Human Rights, Serbia
11. Educational Centre Leskovac, Serbia
12. Centre for Regionalism, Serbia
13. Resource Centre Majdanpek, Serbia
14. Association of Independent Electronic Media (ANEM), Serbia
15. Committee for Human Rights Niš, Serbia
16. Group 484, Serbia
17. Partners for Democratic Change, Serbia
18. Centre for Advanced Legal Studies, Serbia
19. Association for Development of Children and Youth, Serbia
20. Novi Sad Humanitarian Centre, Serbia
21. BAZAART, Serbia
22. Centre for Quality Education, Serbia
· local social-economic development area of activities

23. Treehouse, Serbia
24. SPARK Business Start-Up Center, Serbia
25. ASTRA Anti Trafficking Action, Serbia
26. Organisation for Respect and Care of Animals (ORCA), Serbia
27. European Movement in Serbia, Serbia
28. Centre for Society Orientation, Serbia
29. Leader+, Serbia
30. IKV Pax Christi, Netherlands
31. Centre for Free Election and Democracy (CeSID), Serbia
32. Micro Development Fund, Serbia
33. Independent Journalists’ Association of Serbia (NUNS), Serbia
34. Youth with Disabilities Forum, Serbia
35. Civic Initiatives, Citizens’ Association for Democracy and Civic Education, Serbia
36. Mental Disability Rights Initiative of Serbia – MDRI, Serbia
37. Centre for Consumers’ Protection FORUM (CCPF), Serbia
38. Nature Conservation Movement of Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia
39. SeConS-Development Initiative Group, Serbia
40. Association of Business Women in Serbia, Serbia
41. Confederation of Autonomous Trade Unions of Vojvodina, Serbia
42. Balkan Community Initiatives Fund (BCIF), Serbia
43. Toplica Center for Democracy and Human Rights, Serbia
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