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INVITATION TO THE MEDIA

Presentation of new EU support to civil society in Serbia

EU AWARDS GRANT CONTRACTS TO 43 CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS 

WORTH €4 MILLION 

The Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Serbia and Support to Civil Society Project invite hereby the representatives of the media to the press conference and official ceremony awarding grants 43 civil society organisations which will take place on Tuesday, June 28th 2011, in Dom Omladine (Makedonska 22, Americana Hall) at 11.00h. The grants to the civil society have been awarded within the public call for proposals published in December 2010 providing four (4) million EUR in total for the support to selected civil society organisations.
Speakers at the press conference will be: 

· Mr. Ferenc Simon, First Counsellor and Head of Operations, Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Serbia

· Ms. Ivana Ćirković, Director of the Office for Cooperation with Civil Society, Government of the Republic of Serbia

· Representative of the Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities 

After the official address to the media and participants, Mr. Ferenc Simon will deliver the grant contracts to the representatives of awarded 43 civil society organisations. The ceremony is organised to publicly recognise the winners of this Call, in which 284 non-governmental organisations, cultural foundations, associations of consumers, business associations and trade unions participated. For achieving the project goals the winners will work in partnership with other civil society organisations, cultural and educational institutions and local authorities from Serbia, the EU member states or other neighbouring countries. The grants awarded selected projects are between EUR 50,000 and EUR 150,000 while the duration of supported projects is up to 12 months.

The Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Serbia launched the Support to Civil Society Project in October 2010 with the overall goal to support active civil society participation in Serbia’s EU-integration. The specific objectives of the project are defined as building social cohesion and overcoming discrimination in Serbian society by promoting tolerance and cultural diversity, and active civil society participation in the socioeconomic development. 

Awarded 43 civil society organisations will conduct the activities with focus on combat against discrimination, promotion of intercultural dialogue and cultural diversity, raising of social inclusion, strengthening human resources capacities in rural tourism and stimulating women entrepreneurship, environmental protection, etc. Consumer protection, prevention of harassment at workplace and enhancement of social dialogue are also within the objectives of the awarded projects. Music concerts, theatre plays, festivals and other specific events will be organised to explore issues of concern in the region and make specifics of diverse communities known to the general public.
Therefore we invite the representatives of the media to participate in the event and to inform the public on activities that will be realised by awarded civil society organisations in the forthcoming period.

LIST OF AWARDED CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS:
ANTIDISCRIMINATION AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY areas of activities
1.  Centre for Democracy Foundation, Serbia
2.  Integration Workshop, Serbia
3.  Ecumenical Humanitarian Organization, Serbia
4.  Belgrade Philharmonic Foundation, Serbia
5.  Centre for Cultural Decontamination, Serbia
6.  Housing Centre, Serbia
7.  Praxis, Serbia
8.  Adult Education Society, Serbia
9.  Fond B92, Serbia
10. Lawyers’ Committee for Human Rights, Serbia
11. Educational Centre Leskovac, Serbia
12. Centre for Regionalism, Serbia
13. Resource Centre Majdanpek, Serbia
14. Association of Independent Electronic Media (ANEM), Serbia
15. Committee for Human Rights Niš, Serbia
16. Group 484, Serbia
17. Partners for Democratic Change, Serbia
18. Centre for Advanced Legal Studies, Serbia
19. Association for Development of Children and Youth, Serbia
20. Novi Sad Humanitarian Centre, Serbia
21. BAZAART, Serbia
22. Centre for Quality Education, Serbia
local socio-economic development area of activities
23. Treehouse, Serbia
24. SPARK Business Start-Up Center, Serbia
25. ASTRA Anti Trafficking Action, Serbia
26. Organisation for Respect and Care of Animals (ORCA), Serbia
27. European Movement in Serbia, Serbia
28. Centre for Society Orientation, Serbia
29. Leader+, Serbia
30. IKV Pax Christi, Netherlands
31. Centre for Free Election and Democracy (CeSID), Serbia
32. Micro Development Fund, Serbia
33. Independent Journalists’ Association of Serbia (NUNS), Serbia
34. Youth with Disabilities Forum, Serbia
35. Civic Initiatives, Citizens’ Association for Democracy and Civic Education, Serbia
36. Mental Disability Rights Initiative of Serbia – MDRI, Serbia
37. Centre for Consumers’ Protection FORUM (CCPF), Serbia
38. Nature Conservation Movement of Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia
39. SeConS-Development Initiative Group, Serbia
40. Association of Business Women in Serbia, Serbia
41. Confederation of Autonomous Trade Unions of Vojvodina, Serbia
42. Balkan Community Initiatives Fund (BCIF), Serbia
43. Toplica Center for Democracy and Human Rights, Serbia

	
For more information the media representatives should contact the Project office on: 011 324 42 01 or via e-mail: office@civilnodrustvo.rs.
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